
F or decades the citizens of Fall River and 
New Bedford have been promised 

commuter rail service.  A design was developed 
and approved in 2002 by the Executive Office of 
Transportation but never built due to lack of 
funding. This was one of many attempts over the 
years to provide the service to Fall River and New 
Bedford. The justification for the project is not 
only to provide commuter rail service but also to 
provide economic stimulus for one of the most 
economically depressed areas of the state.  

The current effort of the South Coast Rail Project 
(SCR) was started in 2005 and has progressed to 
the point where three of the sixty-four originally 
proposed routes have been selected; the 
Stoughton route, the Attleboro bypass route and a 
bus service to Boston via Route 24.  The project 
is to be federally funded and because of this the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
will make the final 
selection of the route. This 
decision has been delayed 
twice by the Corps and is 
now tentatively scheduled 
for June, 2010. 

There were definitive criteria established by the 
Executive Office of Transportation and Army 
Corps of Engineers for the selection of the route.  
The following spread sheets depict the results of 
extensive research and study by the EOT to 
evaluate the criteria. This information along with  

 
an Environmental Impact Study done by the Corps 
will be used to determine the route. 

After reviewing this data it seems obvious to me 
the Stoughton route is the preferred route but the 
decision will be made by the Army Corps of 
Engineers and on their schedule. 

If the Attleboro Route is selected it will have 
significant impact on Mansfield.  It will require the 
construction of the Attleboro bypass, a strictly 
commuter track to connect the Attleboro 
Secondary Line to the NY/NH Main line corridor in 
Mansfield.  The bypass is three miles long and 
will run through Norton, Attleboro and Mansfield, 
connecting to the Main Line just west of Gilbert 
Street in Mansfield.  This third set of tracks will 
then be added to the existing two sets of tracks 
on the Main Line to Boston.  This will require the 

taking of land and buildings 
along the main line from 
Gilbert Street to the 
Foxboro town line. 

It will require the widening 
of all the bridges and 

underpasses along the route, the relocation of 
the train station, land taking in the Great Woods 
Conservation Area and in a Priority Protection 
Area between Gilbert Street and the Attleboro and 
Norton town lines. The bridges that will be 
widened are at North Main Street, Route 106, 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
39th NRT Annual Meeting  
April  22nd, 7:30 PM at the 
Village at Willow Crossing 
Community Center,  
Cobb Street .  
 
23rd Canoe River Aquifer 
Awareness Day  
May 8th, Mansfield Fish & 
Game, 510 East St, 10 AM 
to 12PM 
 
Spring Great Woods Walk 
May 23rd. Meet at Oak St 
entrance at 10 AM. (No 
rain date) 
 
Fall Great Woods Walk  
Oct 3rd. Meet at Oak St. 
entrance at 10 AM (Rain 
date Oct 17th)  

South Coast Rail .. coming to a town near you?           by Leonard Flynn  

“If the Attleboro route is selected 
it will have significant impact on 

Mansfield.” 
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